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 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 
Canberra Camp 
Last week our Stage 3 students visited our nation’s capital – Canberra. The three day excursion 
included visits to Parliament House, War Memorial, Questacon, Australian Institute of Sport, 
Museum of Democracy and The Mint (just to name a few)  It was a very busy three days! Our 
students were beautifully behaved, followed the instructions of the guides, asked relevant questions 
and represented Mowbray PS with pride.  
 
It was wonderful to hear compliments from our guides at each stop as well as the general public. A 
big THANK YOU to Mrs Van Amersfort, Miss Kay, Mr McElhenny, Mrs Thomas and Mr Williams 
Veazey who accompanied our students with me for the three days. Without dedicated teachers, 
willing to give their personal time, camps like this can’t happen – Thank you!  
 
Community News – celebrating achievements 
In our newsletter we try to include all achievements of our MPS students, including classroom and 
extra-curricular activities. We realise that not only are our children celebrating success at school, 
but also in community events (such as local sports teams, music and other programs). To showcase 
those achievements we are going to use the ‘house box’ in the entranceway to the school.  
 
Students can write about their ‘outside school’ achievements and include a photograph on an A4 
piece of paper. These achievement announcements will be displayed and then replaced in the 
‘house box’ twice per term. Please send your child’s achievement notification to the school office for 
collection and display.  
 
Debating 
A big CONGRATULATIONS to our Masterminds debating team 
who are regional champions! Thank you to Mr McElhenny for 
coaching them to victory in 2019.  
 
Uniform review results 
Thank you to all parents/carers who voted in the uniform review 
survey. The final results were: 
 
40% of the community responded.  
55% were for a review, 45% against a review.  
 
As per the criteria, for a review 70% of the community needed to respond with a 70% support rate, 
this was not achieved. In conclusion, this means we will not be having a uniform review. However, 
students will be encouraged to wear full summer uniform on their return to school in Term 4. Thank 
you for your support.  
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Have Your Say on Before and After School Care – Government Survey 

The NSW Government is committed to providing before and after school care to all students of 

public primary schools in New South Wales. As part of the reform, a parent web form has been 

established by Service NSW that will enable parents to tell the department about their specific care 

needs and to stay up to date with any new developments. 

  

The information provided by parents will help the Department of Education to understand your 

needs, give them insights into where there are gaps in service delivery and help to ensure the 

extra places are delivered where they are required. 

  

Have you say today at https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/basc. 

 
Wishing all our community a safe and happy holiday! We all return (students and teachers) on 
Monday 14 October.  
 
 
CAROLINE ALFORD 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

TELL THEM FROM ME 

This term, our school will be participating in the Partners in Learning 
parent survey, another part of the Tell Them From Me suite of 
surveys (student, teacher and parent surveys) on student 
engagement. The survey asks parents and carers questions about 
different factors that are known to impact on student wellbeing and 
engagement. 

Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child’s 
experience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and 
practices at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This 
valuable feedback will help our school make practical improvements. 

The survey is conducted entirely online on smartphones, iPads, tablets, laptops or computers. The 
survey will typically take 15 minutes or less to complete and is completely confidential. The parent 
survey will be conducted between 26 August and 25 October. Although participating in the survey is 
entirely voluntary, your responses are very much appreciated. 

To access the survey for our school go to: http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/mowbray2019 

 

MANDY RYAN 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/basc
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/basc
http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/mowbray2019
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TERM 3 – DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
WEEK 10 

Friday 27 September SRC Fundraiser for RSPCA – wear 
animal clothing and bring a gold 
coin donation 
 
Last day of Term 3 
 

 
 

TERM 4 – DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
WEEK 1 

Monday 14 October School resumes for all students 
and staff 

Tuesday 15 October 3-6 Assembly at 2.30pm – 
presented by 5V 

Friday 18 October World Teachers Day – P&C hosted 
lunch for teachers 

 
WEEK 2 

Tuesday 22 October Year 3 Excursion to Taronga Zoo 
 
K-2 Assembly at 2.30pm – 
presented by KS & KN 
 

Wednesday 23 October Kindergarten 2020 – Orientation 1 

 
  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
students who will receive their Awards at 
the following Assemblies: 
 

Years 3-6 Assembly at 2.30pm on 
Tuesday, 15 October (Week 1): 
 

 

Gold Awards 

3B Harry C, Keaton VDH, Avnita M 

3H Harry G, Hera S, Sophie B, Khaled AN 

3E Kooga A, Yusuf K, Tia A 

4A Jake S, James S, Naomi IJ,  

4E Emi S, Beth L, Lisa N, Mayron R 

4F Matthew W, Owen C, Sara D 

5V Harmony M, Leo S 

5T Ethan H, Eliza Mc 

5/6M Gwen S, Emily R, Trinity S 

6WV Tal A, Clara I 

 

Years K-2 Assembly at 2.30pm on 
Tuesday, 22 October (Week 2)): 
 

 

Gold Awards 

KC Victoria Y, Evelyn C, Liam de B, Nivaan N, 
Ella R, Zehra O 
 

KT Isla R, Shailee O, Abby Mc 

KN Isamu A, Edward G 

KL Leo B 

KS Ema L 

KF Barin E 

1C Maruka M 

1HP Elaria G 

2F Ada W 
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OFFICE NEWS 
 

TERM ACCOUNTS:   Thank you to all the families that have paid for their term accounts. Reminders 

have been sent home and it would be appreciated if ALLTerm 3 accounts could be paid before the 

end of this week. 

 
KINDERGARTEN 2020:  If there are any siblings who haven’t been enrolled for Kindergarten next 
year yet please could you complete an Enrolment form and bring to the office with all the supporting 
documentation. The Kindergarten Orientation Program starts in Week 2 of Term 4. Enrolment forms 
are on the school website https://mowbray-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html 
 
 
OFFICE ADMIN 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Woolworths Discovery Garden Donations 
 
If you have any spare vegie, herb or flower pots that you have collected from the current Woolworths 
Discovery Garden promotion then the school vegie garden would be very grateful for any donations. 
We have already started cultivating several pots and will begin planting these in the beds once 
fully germinated. Donated pots can be dropped off at the school office. 
 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Emma Thomas/Marianne Power 
School Garden Group 
  

https://mowbray-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html
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The Great Aussie Bush Camp – Yr 4 
 

On Monday the 9th to the 10th of September, Year 4 went to the Great Aussie Bush Camp. The drive 
took about 3 hours with a break for morning tea. When we got to camp the first thing we did was get 
our bags off the bus and have burgers for lunch. Then we found out who was in our cabins and we 
also found out our activity groups for both days. There were 4 activities that we did and they were 
Dual Flying Fox, Giant swing, Staple climb and Archery. 

 
We then had spaghetti for dinner. At night we played some night 
games in a hall and some of the games were Bomb, Mouse Trap 
and Knots ‘n’ Crosses. 

 
After the game night we had a cup of cold hot chocolate and 
biscuits for supper. A leader Liam did a fire show for us that night! 
Then it was time for bed. We went to bed at 9:00pm but lots of 
tents kept chatting for a little while. Overnight at camp it was cold 
and very rainy, but we had fun in our tents. In the morning we had 
cereal, toast, pancakes, spaghetti and some drinks for breakfast.  
 

Then we did the rest of our activities.  After all of that fun we had 
to sadly go home. It was another 3 hour drive back. Over all the 
Great Aussie Bush Camp was SUPER FUN and SUPER 
AWESOME!! Some groups actually saw some kangaroos and 
wallabies when they were doing their activities. 
 

Written by Veer, Parkes, Samantha, Katie and Oscar  
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Year 5 & 6 – Canberra 

 
From the 18th - 20th September, Stage 3 went to Canberra as part of our History unit. After a long 
bus trip full of movies and sleep, we arrived in Canberra. We went to a number of different places 
including the Royal Australian Mint, Old Parliament House, The Australian War Memorial, Parliament 
House and everyone’s favourite, a night excursion to Questacon. We learnt all about Australian 
government and how we use the preferential voting system in Australia. At Questacon, we explored 
the wonderful exhibitions and interesting hands-on activities. At Parliament House, we saw the 
Senate and the House of Representatives during Question Time. Our accommodation was luxurious 
and the food was great. Overall this was a really fun camp and it will be a camp to remember! 
Peter Y - 5V 
 
Last Wednesday, Stage 3 left for a three-day trip to Canberra. After a tiring three hour bus ride, we 
arrived, put our coats on, and went to the Australian Institute of Sport where we learnt about the 
places that professional athletes train. We then went to the Royal Australian Mint, where all 
Australian coins are made. Afterwards, we visited the National Electoral Education Centre where we 
learnt how to vote. After a good night’s sleep at Canberra Park, we were up bright and early to visit 
the Museum of Australian Democracy, The National Gallery, Parliament House, Mount Ainslie 
Lookout, and finally Questacon! Returning home late that night, we got straight into bed, and were 
asleep quickly. We woke up the next morning, and left to go to the War Memorial and the Arboretum. 
We then returned home, after a great camp! 
Bella J - 5V 
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Premiers Debating: The Regional Quarter Finals  
 
What an awesome journey! 
 
Yesterday the ‘Mowbray Masterminds’ headed to Collaroy to debate in the Regional Quarter Finals. 
Being in the quarter final meant that we were in the top 8 out of 126 teams! 
 
Representing MPS in the team were: Eleanor (first speaker), Mimi (second speaker), Archie (third 
speaker), Tal (TA Team Advisor - who helps us come up with rebuttals during the debate) and Emily 
(our reserve and debate chairperson!) 
 
The topic we had to debate was, “That school hours should be made longer.”  We were affirmative, 
which in this case we found was really hard but we had some great arguments such as: The change 
would give teachers a chance to finish all the set curriculum which they often struggle to do and that 
there will be less of a need for tutoring as teachers will be able to help students one on one in this 
extra hour.  
  
After a really close debate against North Sydney Demonstration School, we unfortunately lost the 
debate. However, we received some great feedback and a fabulous medal for winning our Zone. 
 
A big thank you to Mr McElhenny for being a great coach over the last two years and for all of his 
hard work behind the scenes! We really appreciate all the support from you that you have given us. A 
special thanks as well for all the advice you have given us when we really needed it and for the time 
you have spent in helping us get to where we are 
today.  
 
Lastly, a shout out also to Vicki Middleton for driving us 
to Collaroy for the debate. A thank you as well to all of 
the people at school cheering us on and supporting us 
in this big debate. Thank you! 
 
Mimi and Emily for the Mowbray Masterminds 
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Visible Learning Project 

 

Introducing our third learning disposition… 

Creative! 

 

Students have been introduced to this skill through a poster, character/icon and a series of short, 

focussed activities in their classroom. Here is some of the language that has been used to introduce 

this disposition: 

K-2 – I am curious, I can use different tools to help me and I have new ideas. 

3-6 - I am curious, resourceful and innovative. 

 

                

 

It would be wonderful if you were to use some of this language of learning at home. For example: 

 Provide opportunities for less structured, creative play such as blocks,  

Lego and some online tools  

 

 Encourage your child to find more than one solution to a problem 

 

 Ask your child if they had an opportunity to show creativity/think  

creatively throughout their school day 

 

Creative is our focus for Weeks 9-10 and Week 1 Term 4. 
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