
  

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 
Swimming Carnival 
On Monday 11 March MPS had a big day of swimming at Ryde Aquatic Centre. We had a change of 
venue in 2019 due to the refurbishment of Lane Cove Pool.  
 
It was a fun-filled day of hotly contested races. A big WELL DONE to all our student participants, and 
our fantastic cheer squad! 
 
Thank you to Mrs Appleby, Miss Foster and Mrs Ryan for their organisation and our dedicated parent 
helpers who were a fantastic support team on the day. And a big Well Done to our swimmers (pictured) 
who attended the zone carnival with Ms Bradshaw and Mrs Ryan last Friday 15 March.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P&C Contributions  
Our P&C have given a generous donation to the school this year ($60 000) to support all our projects 
with a key focus on technology equipment for curriculum support and student engagement. To keep 
our families updated I will publish what is being spent by the school in the newsletter each term so 
everyone is clear how their voluntary contribution money is being used to support all students from 
K-6. I have attached an initial page into this newsletter outlining our first spending for 2019! 
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WWCC 
Just a reminder that all parent volunteers, those working in classrooms, supervising band/string 
ensemble activities, excursion helpers, must all have a signed Appendix 5 with supporting proof of 
identification validated at the school office. The document is available from the school office or at 
this link https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/associated-documents/WWCC-Appendix-5-
Declaration-for-volunteers-and-non-child-related-contractors_FINAL.pdf  
We appreciate your support with this legal requirement.  
 
 
School Council at Mowbray 

Did you know we have a School Council at Mowbray PS?  

A School Council participates in setting policies and goals for the school 

according to the Department of Education and the needs of the students 

and local community. The council is made up of parents/carers, staff and 

community members. There are now vacancies on our school council! There is some extra 

information and a nomination form for your consideration included in this newsletter.  

 

Gardening Bee 

On Thursday 4 April our keen gardening team will be working to plant in ‘The Bank’ and spread out 

the mulch. If any parents/carers are keen to participate in some outside work, we will be starting at 

9:10am and would love to have your help. Wheelbarrows and shovel loans would be greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Some House Keeping  

Some concerns were raised about the bathroom locks and soap dispensers. Our hardworking GA 

Alan has replaced all our bathroom locks and soap dispensers across the school and our crew of 

cleaners check our soap dispensers each day, replacing soap when needed.   

 

National Assessment Program Literacy And Numeracy (NAPLAN) – Year 3 & 5 parents/carers 

This year MPS is moving over to NAPLAN online. For those parents/carers of students in Year 3 & 5 
there is some information included in this newsletter about NAPLAN. There will be an online practice 
test before the end of the term to familiarise students with the testing procedure. The official test is in 
Week 3 & 4 Term 2.  
 
 
CAROLINE ALFORD 

PRINCIPAL  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/associated-documents/WWCC-Appendix-5-Declaration-for-volunteers-and-non-child-related-contractors_FINAL.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/associated-documents/WWCC-Appendix-5-Declaration-for-volunteers-and-non-child-related-contractors_FINAL.pdf
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TERM  1 – DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
WEEK 8 

Saturday 23 March State Election and BBQ – P&C Event 
8.30am-6pm in School Hall 

 
WEEK 9 

Tuesday 26 March K-2 Assembly – 2.30pm - presented 
by 1C 

Saturday 30 March Band Kickstart – P&C Event 

 
WEEK 10 

Tuesday 2 April Whole School Assembly – 2pm -  
Swimming ribbons handed out 
 

Wednesday 3 April Cross Country Carnival – Yrs 3-6 at 
Artarmon Reserve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
students who will receive their Awards at 
the following Assemblies: 
 
K-2 Assembly at 2.30pm on Tuesday 26 
March: 
 

 
Gold Awards K-2 

1C Aston W, Jet H 

1BH Ty Q, Naomi O, Alyssa O, Zalia J 

2F Luke S 

2S Aadhan S 

2B Minha K 

 
 
 
Whole School Assembly at 2.00pm on 
Tuesday 2 April: 
 

 
Banners  

3B Jason B 

5T Maeve C 
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OFFICE NEWS 
 

Term Accounts - Thank you to all the families that have paid the term account. Term accounts are 
due by Thursday 21st March and payment by this date would be appreciated.  
 
If you have not received your term account please firstly check your junk email for an email from 
School Bytes (the external provider that distributes our term accounts). If you still haven’t received 
your term account please contact the office and we will resend it to you.  
 
Office hours - A reminder that the office hours are 8.30am to 3.30pm.  Please contact the office 
during those hours. 
 
Emails - when sending an email about your child please state your child's name and class as it makes 
it easier to follow up on your request with that information. 
 
SUE LEECE 
ADMIN MANAGER 
 

 

 

 

  

https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/bicycle-riders/safe-riding.html
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Strings Kickstart 
 
On Saturday 16th March Camerata, Chamber and Junior Strings commenced Term 1 on a high note 
as they took part in a half day ‘Kickstart’ music camp. The students enjoyed small intensive tutorial 
groups to workshop new pieces which promoted rapid musical progression.  
 
Parents also had an opportunity for learning with Anita, Head of Strings holding the first Parent Tuning 
Session, only one string was broken in the process. The Strings ensembles then showcased all their 
hard work with a terrific mini performance in the School Hall. 
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State Athletics Championships 
 
I have had a busy but very fun season at the Northern Suburbs Little Athletics Club. 
 

In December I took part in the Zone Championships, in my favourite events - Discus, 60m Hurdles, 
70m and High Jump. I made it to through to the Regional Championships for Discus, 70m and 60m 
Hurdles. 
 

It was tough competition at the Regionals but I won Gold in 
Discus and Bronze in 60m Hurdles and made it through to 
State Championships in both events. I was so excited to go 
to my first State Championship!! It was held last weekend at 
the Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Stadium. There were so 
many talented kids. I felt nervous but excited to try my best. 
 

I did well in the heats of my 60m Hurdles and got through to 
the finals. The finals were close and I finished 4th with a 
massive PB. I was so happy!!! I was also a finalist in the 
Discus event. The State Championship was a great 
experience & the best weekend ever!  
 

I also recently travelled to Dubbo for the State Multi Event 
competition where you get to compete in 6 events. These 
events were 60m Hurdles, Discus, Shot Put, Long Jump, 
200m and 800m. We gained points in each event and I finished 4th overall in the State in the U10 
boys. It was such a fun weekend with my Little Athletics friends and it helped us prepare for the State 
Championships. 
 

I can’t wait for next season. It’s great to have so many Mowbray kids taking part in Little Athletics. I am 
hoping more will join next season as it’s so much fun! 
 
Zak E (4E)  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

PRC 2019 (Premier Reading Challenge)  

The 2019 PRC commenced this month and runs until mid-August. Reminder:  

 All K-2 Students will participate in the challenge during school time 

 3-6 students participate in this optional challenge at home. Parent 
encouragement and support will enhance your child’s reading experience and 
success. Students need to read 20 books to fulfil the challenge requirements. 
(over a duration of six months) 

 

The PRC reading booklist is very extensive with over 10,000 books so there is plenty of choice and 

variety. Reading for pleasure and “free choice” are key factors for reading success. For each year 

group stage there is age appropriate short reads, picture books, information books and chapter books. 

New titles are added this year and an additional 600 have just been added.  For example:- 

 

 

 

 

 

3-6 parents – if your child is participating in the challenge they can log/record their books by visiting 

their student portal and clicking the PRC link. Students can go to the student reading record option and 

enter the books they read.   

Literacy Pro (Lexile) 3-6 students  

It is fantastic to see so many 3-6 students regularly borrowing and 

reading their lexile levelled books that they have borrowed from the 

library. We urge parents to support this reading comprehension 

program by encouraging their children to take the online quiz after 

reading their lexile levelled book. 

How do students find the quiz for their book?  

1. Search for literacy pro  
2. Click on Scholastic Learning zone 
3. 432H (org id)  
4. Student login + password 

 
Occasionally, some books may not have quizzes attached. For these occasions we ask the students to 
fill out a book review or character analysis which is available from the library. In this way the students 
are still having to reflect and synthesise the information in their book and also providing a sharing tool 
for other potential readers. 

3-4 5-6 K-2 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8h4_XnYzaAhUU57wKHULaCWwQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://blogs.willcarey.nsw.edu.au/library/my-lexile/&psig=AOvVaw2X__pY1EJlNCGofLNwwRHY&ust=1522230771263710
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In this creative learning environment, Stage 3 students in Term 1 are freely exploring and playing with 

materials and technology. They are learning how to use various kits to create electrical circuits, 

construct objects with magnets, program a Lego model and bring it to life! Some are now applying this 

new knowledge to create their own inventions. Old laptops are being dismantled to discover not only 

what’s inside, but also how they fitted together.  

Spaghetti-Marshmallow Tower - The first challenge was a tight timed  20 minute duration! The 

students had to use specific amounts of spaghetti, tape, string and one marshmallow to construct the 

tallest tower. The extra challenge was to have the marshmallow highest too. This was no mean feat in 

a strict time frame and flimsy spaghetti! It was certainly interesting to see the vast array of models that 

were presented. 

 

.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Harry Potter Roller Coaster Challenge   

The current makerspace challenge is Harry Potter themed. The students need to design, build and test 

a roller coaster for Gringott’s cart. The winning cart will need to be innovative and thrilling. Of course it 

needs to also be functional to allow a small car to travel the run.  Students collaborate in Hogwart 

houses and can choose any materials. The race is on! Watch this space for updates!  

Who will be the winning house?  

 

Slytherin?  

Ravenclaw?  

Griffindor?  

Hufflepuff?  

 

 

Happy Reading Adventures, Mowbray! 

 

Mrs D Duveck-Steele & Mrs S Kapp 

Teacher Librarians 
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