
  

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 

Mornings at MPS 
As you would all be aware, from 8:40am the school and surrounding streets can be very busy! School 
supervision starts at 8:40am (meaning a teacher is out on duty in the playground – the oval is closed). 
If you are dropping your child off, it can be done from the main entrance (Mowbray Rd) and children 
walk through the open roller shutter.  
 
Children can also be dropped off and walked into the grounds using the carpark off Hatfield Street. 
The carpark has clearly marked spaces for Cubby House staff, the unmarked spots are for anyone. 
There is a drop-off zone for parents to circle and drop children off. Cars should only be left in the 
unmarked spots not in the drop-off zone.  
 
When walking up to the school these are the two points of entry.  
 
We also request that no children are on the equipment before school, even if they have a parent 
watching. It is difficult for staff to ensure that every child on the equipment has a parent and we are 
responsible for the safety of all students in our care.   
 

Parent/Teacher interviews 
As previously discussed, this year we are replacing parent information night with parent/teacher 
interviews. They will be held on 25 and 26 February. The note explaining the booking process with 
the code for interviews went out last week on School Stream. We are hoping that this opens the lines 
of communication between teacher and parent/carer early in the year.  
 
This interview is not a time that teachers will show work samples or discuss students’ academic 
progress. It is a chance for parents to discuss any areas of strength or concerns they have for their 
child academically or socially. It gives us a chance to glean all information possible to ensure that 
students have a fantastic 2019 school year.  
 
At this meeting, teachers will be giving extra information about the stage and their specific class. They 
will explain the best way to contact them for the year.    
 

When parents have a question or concern during the year 
Throughout the year parents might have questions or concerns about their child’s academic 

progress/achievement or social issues. If you have concerns, this is our process: 

  

1. Speak to your child’s teacher first:  

 Plan what you will say so you can clearly explain what the concern is. You might want to take 
some notes to help you. 

 Have some ideas about how the concern could be resolved realistically. Working with your 
child’s teacher can clarify the situation and identify ways your concerns can be addressed. 
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 If you need an interpreter, the school can arrange one – please ask beforehand. 

 Staying calm and clear about your concern helps you and school staff to discuss the situation 
and settle on an option or resolution that supports your child’s education. 
 

2. If you still have concerns after speaking to your child’s teacher or if your concern is another 
aspect of school which is impacting your child, please speak to an Assistant Principal:  

 Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten) Emma Lockwood 
 Stage 1 (Year 1 & 2) Jennifer Flynn  
 Stage 2 (Year 3 & 4) Kirsty Holmes 
 Stage 3 (Year 5 & 6) Jessica Van Amersfort 
 
3. If your concern is still not resolved, or is a concern about the conduct of a member of staff, 

please come and see our Deputy Principal Mandy Ryan or Principal Caroline Alford.  
 
We aim to work openly in partnership with parents to ensure every student is known, valued and 

cared for at Mowbray Public School.   

 

Where were our teaching staff on Saturday 9 February? 
On Saturday 9 February, our dedicated teaching staff hosted the staff from Gladesville and Ryde East 
Public School starting our professional learning journey around Visible Learning. We will be working 
as a community of schools for the next three years to support our students along the Visible Learning 
journey.  
 
A Visible Learner is a student who applies effective habits of thinking and doing. Explains and 
understands progress (knows where they are at, where they are going and what their next steps are). 
Seeks, receives, acts on and gives feedback and 
understands how to learn. Research has shown that 
‘collective teacher efficacy’ is a major factor in 
improving student learning outcomes. We will be 
working over the next three years to work with our 
students, staff and community to have all our students 
displaying the characteristics of a visible learner.  
 

School Stream 
Last week there were some updates to School Stream. We have tried to streamline the categories.  
 
School Information – information about the school, the general student absent form.  
Alerts – anything coming up as a reminder message (e.g. SRC fundraisers, wear red today!) 
What’s On – The upcoming weekly calendar for parents sent automatically on a Friday afternoon and 
the fortnightly school newsletter.  
Stage categories (Kindergarten, Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3) – where the appropriate permission 
notes for each stage will go e.g. excursions, term newsletters.  
Choir/Music band and strings/Dance/PSSA – stay the same. 
P&C – for P&C information.  
 
Notes and information will expire after the due date. This will make it simpler to find recent information.  
You can turn off notifications for the areas that are not relevant to you.     
 
CAROLINE ALFORD 
PRINCIPAL 
  



 

  

  
  

Term 1 / Week 4 / 20 February 2019        

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 

TERM  1 – DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
WEEK 4 

Friday 22 February WELCOME BBQ – 4pm to 7pm 
Come and join the fun 
 

 
WEEK 5 

Monday 25 February Parent/Teacher interviews 

Tuesday 26 February Parent/Teacher interviews 
 
K-2 Assembly – presented by 2S 
 

Thursday 28 February Last day for returning Stewart 
House Bags 

Friday 1 March Schools Clean Up Day 

 
WEEK 6 

Tuesday 5 March GRIP Leadership conference for 
student leaders 
 
3-6 Assembly – presented by 6K 
 

  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
students who will receive their Gold 
Awards at either the:  
 
K-2 Assembly at 2pm on Tues 26 Feb  
 
or the  
 
3-6 Assembly at 2pm on Tues 5 March: 
 
 

Gold Awards  

 1C Ashley W, Alexander N, Emma VR, Lena 
PS 
 

1M Rebecca W, Adam E  

1N Maggie W 

1/2L Bebe B 

2B Chloe C, Norbert M 

2S Saisha S 

2M Joshua W, Zoe B, Olivia R, Jacob A 

2F Aleksandar K 

3B Jason B, Hridaan S 

3E Navya N, Zac C 

4A Serah P, Melik M, Eric Z 

4F Belle M, Ashill H, Melanie L, Tommer A 

4E Karina G 

5T Bryce S, Seana D 

5V Peter WS 

5/6M Hannah L, Emily R 
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OFFICE NEWS 
 

It has been a very busy start to the year! We would very much appreciate your help with the following: 

Medication – If your child needs medication for a short period of time (eg. Antibiotics) please bring the 
medication to the office with a letter stating the child’s name and class, dosage and time the medicine 
is to be administered.   

Lunch Orders – Please ensure that your child’s class in updated on Flexischools so that their lunch is 
placed in the correct lunch basket. 
 
Cutlery – If your child has a lunch that requires a fork (eg noodles) or spoon (yoghurt), please send a 
fork or spoon with them. The office does not have an endless supply to give to students.   

A reminder that the office hours are 8.30am to 3.30 pm and we are happy to help you with any enquiry 
during those hours. 

 
SUE LEECE 
ADMIN MANAGER 
 

 

  

https://www.healthykids.nsw.gov.au/parents-carers/healthy-eating-and-drinking/importance-of-breakfast.aspx
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Clean Up Australia Day  

 

Mowbray is registered to participate in the Schools Clean Up Day.  

On Friday 1 March 2019, all students and teachers will be involved 

for 10 minutes after lunch to help clean up Mowbray and keep it 

beautiful. 

 

Marianne Power and Emma Thomas 

 

 

Stewart House Clothing Appeal 

 

Bags will be distributed to all students this week.  

Please fill your bags with any old clothes and kindly leave in the 

school office before Thursday 28 March 2019.  

 

 

 

Gardeners Wanted 

 

If anyone has any spare time to come and help weed and 

maintain the school garden beds we would love to hear from 

you.  

 

Simone Appleby and Mark Weber 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

 

We warmly welcome all the new kindergarten parents and students to MPS library. The new students 

are coping well with the transition and are settling smoothly into the new routines.  

We welcome back all our ‘old’ families to the library.  

Library @ MPS 

K-6 students: each week your child’s class will come to the library for a 40-minute session. The 

sessions comprise of either a literature focus and response activity and/or research/inquiry based 

programs. It is school expectation that all students borrow regularly either during their weekly session 

or during lunchtimes. A love of literacy can’t be underestimated! 

LIBRARY PARENT HELPERS NEEDED! 

We need your help! Can you spare a short amount of time each week? We require more volunteers 

to help return and shelve the books each morning after the morning bell. If you have pre-school 

children bring them along too!  

We also would love some help to cover new books either with our contact or plastic sheets. These can 

be collected from the library and taken home to cover.  

NSW Premier Reading Challenge  

2019’s NSW Premier Reading Challenge 

commences on the 4th March and finishes on 

the 30th August, 2019. Mowbray Public School 

encourages and supports this fantastic reading 

program.  

At Mowbray, all K-2 students will participate in 

the challenge during class time with their 

teacher. Therefore no action is required by the 

K-2 parents.  

For 3-6 students it is an optional program. For 3-6 students the emphasis is on challenging themselves 

to read a wide variety of genres and book types. It is not a competition. It is a personal reading 

initiative journey.  

Students in 3-6 grades wishing to participate need to advise Mrs Duveck-Steele or Mrs Kapp so that 

their names can be registered. All students that participate in the challenge receive a certificate from 

the NSW Premier, Gladys Berejiklian, later in the year.  

Below is a table that indicates how many books each stage is required to read. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

 

 

We are very fortunate t have so many PRC listed books in the school library available for student 

borrowing. Please see the link below for further information  

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 

 

Any questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mrs Dana Duveck-Steele & Mrs Shelley Kapp 

(Teacher Librarians) 
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